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Installing your MoonLite High Res Stepper Controller

High Res Stepper Motor with
MoonLite 2-Speed DRO Display controller
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Download the Driver

*Please refer to the last page of this manual if vou are connecting your controller via
USB. There vou will find instructions on downloading the FTDI driver needed.

The MoonLite Installation Driver is available here:
www.focuser.com/media/Moonlite Focuser Setup.zip

You must first unzip

the file; once unzipped you should see something like this:
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Double click the “Moonlite Focuser Setup.exe” file; the installer will then launch. You
may need to give your PC permission to install the file. You will see:

|5 Setup - ASCOM Moonlite Focuser Driver

Welcome to the ASCOM Moonlite
Focuser Driver Setup Wizard

Thiz will install ASCOM Moonlite Focuzer Diver 1.0 on wour
. ASCOM conmputer.

It iz recommended that pou cloze all other applications befare
continuing.

Click Mest to continue, or Cancel bo exit Setup.

uexw |[ Cancel ]

Note:

You may see a message warning that the ASCOM platform is not installed. If so, install
ASCOM platform 5. This is available from the ASCOM site: http://ascom-
standards.org/index.html . We recommend that you also download and install the
ASCOM Platform 5.5 update because this will help with some issues with using Vista or
Windows 7 PCs.



http://ascom-standards.org/index.html
http://ascom-standards.org/index.html

Click “Next” and you will then see.

|5 Setup - ASCOM Moonlite Focuser Driver

Heady to Install

computer.

Click Ihztall to continue with thie ingtallation,

Setup iz now ready to begin installing ASCOM Moonlite Focuzer Driver on pour

[ < Back “.

Ingtall

||

Cancel

Click “Install”... This will install the focuser driver.




This window will be shown when the installation is complete.

|5 Setup - ASCOM Moonlite Focuser Driver

Completing the ASCOM Moonlite
Focuser Driver Setup Wizard

Setup haz finizhed instaling ASCOM Moonlite Focuzer Driver an
. ASCOM yaur compuker,

Click Finizh to exit Setup.

Miew Moonlite setup. pdf

Click on “Finish”. These installation notes will be shown unless you uncheck the “View
Moonlite setup.pdf” check box. This maintains the tradition that software shown the
installation instructions after you have done the installation.

This completes installing the Moonlite focuser. It should now be able to be selected by
choosing the Moonlite Focuser option in the ASCOM focuser chooser.

Note:
The Moonlite focuser uses the EasyFocus driver. It has been named Moonlite Focuser but
if you need to use it in a program or script the ProgID is “easyfocus.focuser”.



Next open “FocusMax” and your camera control software, either “Maxim DL” or
“CCDSoft”.

For the purpose of this help file we are using “FocusMax” and “CCDSoft”. Open

“FocusMax” and click on the “System” tab. You should be presented with a screen
similar to this:

1 192.168.1.67 [Control mode]  Cirl+F12 - Menu

File Edt View Image Camers Research Window Help

S -0 hch|EZ 22 INN® | A0w O |EEH | - oEETE
P o Seluy
(haa 2+ $«=|Hx 2 «n»|w 2O P | Take Imsge | Foous Took | Autoguids | Coior | usSave |
Camer=: [SBIG ST-2000M =] Setings...| * Imager
| C
Fiter Wheet: [SBIG CRw0 =] settings IS
Focuser: [<Nane Selecteds =] Seflings... | Connect
I¥ Save images with coordinated universal time (UTC) Disearnect
v ¥ High prioiity dowinloak
Aol oo s FieDoini:
File Open Wizard Set Help I Sereen shutter
T Dowrload abarted expastres exposed longer than (sscondsl; [60=]  Temperature
v Tele- =
Frafile Log Jog | Mini ¥ Auto contrast
Curve Scope Event Flug s
= I EnctieFifier [ons i | ERE
Device _Linked Status Shutter Filter Max
[lmager  [No | | |
Seiup | [Wot Comnected [utogaele | ] ]
Conriect Discorrect

Backlssh Comp. Imaging Sw
I Enabled © Masim DL
n = Sleps | (% CCDSah

Pastion
int Dift 1°73
Slope L[005331 A [0058531

Paths Meg Timer ,5_
T5A FE =




Click the “Select” button and chose “Moonlite Focuser”.
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Click“properties”. Next you will need to chose the correct com port that is connected to
your stepper motor controller. Click “Ok”. That’s it. You should now be connected to
your “MoonLite High Res Stepper motor and Controller”. If you are having trouble
finding the correct com port please see the following section on com port and USB use.
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Com Port Selection and USB Connections

Should you decide to connect your controller via USB you will first need to install the
“FTDI” driver. This driver is freely available from Microsoft. Apply power to your
“MoonLite Hi Res Stepper Controller” and plug in the supplied USB cable to your CPU.
If you don’t already have a “FTDI” driver installed on your CPU Windows will prompt
you for a driver, simply let Windows find the driver. Select the “Install software
automatically (Recommended)” radio button. Click “Next”. Windows will connect to
the internet to find the appropriate driver.
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The next step would be to find the com port that windows has assigned to your
“Moonlight Hi Res Stepper controller”. To do this go to “My Computer”. Right click
inside the “My Computer” window and select “Properties”. Click on the “Harware” tab.
Now click on “Device Manager”.

Under “Device manager” you will find a “+” symbol next to “Ports (Com&LPT) click
the “+” symbol. There you will see something similar to the screen shot below. In this
case it is “USB Serial Com Port(Com11)”. This is the Com port number assigned to the
MoonLite Hi Res Stepper controller. If you have a few com ports to chose from and are
unsure which Com port your focuser is connected to simply take note of the com ports
listed. Unplug the controllers USB cable and take note of which Com port is now
missing. This is the com port that your controller is connected to. Now plug the USB
cable back in and continue. FocusMax only accepts Com ports ranging from 1 to 8. So
we must change the Com ports number to one of these acceptable values. If your Com
port ranges from 1-8 then there is no need to change it.
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Right click on the Com port and chose “Properties”.
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Click the “Port Settings Tab”
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Next click “Advanced”
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In the “Com Port Number” box select a number that is 8 or less, in this case I have
chosen Com port 1.

Make a note of the Com port number that you have assigned to your “MoonLite Hi Res
Stepper Controller”. You will use this Com port number in FocusMax or any other
ASCOM compatible program of your choice for communicating with your “MoonLite Hi
Res Stepper Controller”. Click “Ok” and close device manager and all associated
windows. Your “MoonLite Hi Res Stepper Controller” is now ready for use. For any
questions specific to “Focus Max”, “CCDSoft”, or “MaximDL” please reference the
manufacturers “Help” files. Thank you for choosing MoonLite and steady skies.



